May—June, 2011 REPORT

To promote conservation of environmental resourpesyide education,
and advocate for environmentally responsible action

SEA is Celebrating 25 Years of Education,
Conservation & Advocacy

Please join SEA’s Board of Directors and Staff in celebrating 25 years of accomplishments and become in-
volved in helping us to map out the next 25 years of growth. Articles from early SEA Newsletters will be fea-

tured in each of our SEA Reports this year. This issue features Southgate Pond—past and present.

Southgate Pond Free as a Bird
June 1987 Newsletter

The recent CZM decision denying a permit to devel-
oper Dick Pelton to build a condominium-homesite
and marina complex on Southgate Pond has been
lauded by the community at large as well as the me-
dia. The St. Croix Environmental Association, in tes-
timony given at the March 3 public hearing before
the CZM committee, stated that the pond is home to
96 species of birds, two of which are endangered. At
least a two-thirds reduction in bird species could be
expected as a result of the proposed development.
The area, which was recommended by CZM for
preservation in 1981 as an “Area of Particular Con-
cern” has been an important wetlands here espe-
cially at a time when other wetlands have been
stressed, altered, or in come cases, lost.

In its unanimous decision, CZM noted that the few
benefits of the project, luxury homesites and some
jobs, were far outweighed by the loss of the pond
and the expected impact on wildlife. It seems clear
that in the future developers will need to demon-
strate greater environmental sensitivity as well as
direct attention to public and community needs. In
this case, CZM obviously felt that the negative im-
pact on nesting turtles on the beach adjacent to the
pond, the destruction of mangroves, and the loss of
bird habitat, all factored significantly in its decision.

A tremendous effort was put forth by the St. Croix
Environmental Association membership in present-
ing testimony at the CZM hearings, writing letters,
contacting people about hearings, etc. As a result,
the organization has gained in membership and has
received balanced media exposure. SEA would like
to thank everyone who has helped in this important
effort to save a vital wetlands for future generations.

Wading birds flock to the pond to gorge themselves on
fish and invertebrates when water levels are low.

Southgate Pond faced several more development
threats after CZM rejected the proposal detailed in
the adjacent article. Fortunately, none of them came
to fruition so the pond and surrounding wetland con-
tinued to provide a refuge for resident and migratory
birds and the beach, nesting habitat for endangered
sea turtles. Then in May of 2000 the following head-
line heralded the beginning of a new era for South-
gate Pond ~ an era of protection. The first gift of 60
acres was followed a year later by an additional 40
acres which provided SEA with ownership of the en-
tire remainder of the pond, called by naturalist
George Seaman a “biotic gem, sparkling in the sun”.

SEA Benefactor Donates

60-Acre Nature Preserve
June-July 2000 Newsletter

A part-time resident of St. Croix has given SEA an
amazing gift to save the island’s best bird habitat as
a nature preserve. On May 10 SEA became the
owner and steward of a 60-acre parcel of land ad-
joining Southgate Pond on the north shore.




Southgate Today

Causeway Repair Underway

A grant from the Gulf of Mexico Foundation provides
funds for several projects to protect resources at
Southgate Coastal Reserve. Repairs to the cause-
way that separates the remaining pond from Green
Cay Marina are now in progress. The causeway is
an earthen dam that maintains the integrity of the
pond and provides access to the beach. Water over-
flowing the dam in recent years has caused severe
erosion, threatening to lower maximum water levels
in the pond and making beach access difficult. A
compacted base of rotten rock fill overlaid with fine
stone will provide a smooth driving surface and
should last for many years. Zenon Construction is
the contractor for this aspect of the project.

Volunteers from the Sierra Club prune mangroves along
the causeway prior to construction.

The next project will be placement of boulders along
the beach to prevent vehicles from driving onto the
sandy beach. Boulders will be donated by Spartan
Concrete. This will prevent damage to sea turtle
nests, nesting habitat and beach vegetation.

Sierra Club at Southgate

If you want rain in March just plan an outdoor activity
like planting trees! On March 30th members of the
Sierra Club arrived at Southgate armed with picks
and shovels just in time for the skies to open with
pouring rain. As the weather cleared the group got
right to work, planting sixteen native trees in the up-
land area of the reserve. Trees were donated by the
USDA Forest Service Forest Stewardship Program,
managed by the V.l. Department of Agriculture. To
volunteer for future projects at Southgate contact
cburke @stxenvironmental.org.

Field Days at Southgate

More than 100 students from Eulalie Rivera Elemen-
tary, Good Hope School and Randolph Lockhart
Christian School are visiting Southgate Coastal Re-
serve to learn more about wetland, beach and ma-
rine habitats. Two field days were organized by SEA
educator Lynnea Roberts and partner agencies from
VINE (the Virgin Islands Network of Environmental
Educators).

The kids visited ‘3;
six learning sta- .
tions to get infor
mation  about
birds, pond crit- §
ters, sea turtles
watersheds and §
marine protected
areas. Each
class was divided
in half so that
some  students
studied the wet-
lands while oth- 7'
ers learned about
marine  and m
beach habitats.
When they return
to school they
share their experiences with one-another. “It's great
to see the kids getting so excited about something in
the natural world”, said SEA Program Director Carol
Cramer-Burke.
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This type of hands-on learning experience is a hall-
mark of SEA’s education programs for youth and
adults. We want to thank participating VINE partners
from the East End Marine Park, US Fish and Wildlife
Service and UVI Marine Advisory Service.




Spring CLEANINng

Crucian Litter Elimination Action Now

If you happened to be driving along the triathlon
course on Saturday, April 16 or Sunday, April 17,
you probably noticed evidence of SEA’s Second An-
nual CLEAN event. Yellow ‘Litter Patrol Ahead’
signs, 920 black garbage bags, 136 green garbage
bags (for aluminum cans), hundreds of tires and
other materials not suitable for bins, and 460 volun-
teers with red CLEAN t-shirts lined our St. Croix
roads. That's a staggering 1,056 bags of litter col-
lected from the 56-mile course!

The VI Waste Management Authority again spon-
sored this program. VI Regulated Waste Manage-
ment donated three open-top bins to place along the
route. VI Asphalt Products Corporation loaned traffic
cones and Gallow’'s Bay Hardware offered a dis-
count for the cotton gloves our volunteers used.

Thank you to these businesses and the 460 volun-
teers from the following groups:

Central High School, Jr. ROTC Program
Caldwell Banker

Career and Technical Education Center
Church of God of Prophecy

Country Day School, Interact Club

Coral Conservation Corps

CRABBS Dive Club

Free Will Baptist Church

Good Hope School

Grapetree Area Property Owners Association
Manor School, Jr. Ranch Program

People United for a Better VI

Recycling Association of the Virgin Islands (RAVI)
Rotary Club of St. Croix Mid-Isle

Saint Paul Steel Orchestra/Youth Group

Salt River Homeowners Association

Sierra Verde Homeowners Association

St. Croix Christian Church

St. Croix Education Complex

25th Anniversary
‘Trashless’ Picnic in June

Everyone is welcome to join SEA in celebrating our
25th Anniversary with a ‘trashless’ picnic on the
beach at Southgate Coastal Reserve in Chenay Bay
on June 5th from 12:00 to 4:00 p.m. We’'ll share our
plans for development of this 100-acre nature re-
serve and welcome your ideas.

SEA will provide the basics: hamburgers, hot dogs,
veggie burgers, non-alcoholic drinks and coolers
filled with ice. You bring a pot-luck dish to share and
your re-usable plates, utensils and cups. Also bring
your memories of past SEA programs and projects
and beach games. Don’t miss the fun!

Central High’s Jr. ROTC is ‘Keeping STX CLEAN"!

St. Croix Environmental Association
St. Croix Lion’s Club

St. Croix Red Cross Volunteers

St. Croix Ultimate Frisbee Association
VI Triathlon Federation

Volunteers Learning Through Service

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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5032 Anchor Way, Suite 3
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ST. CROIX ENVIRONMENTAL ASSOCIATION
Phone: (340) 773-1989 Fax: (340) 773-7545
WWW.stxenvironmental.org

Activities and Events Offered by St. Croix Environmental Association

SEA offers a variety of free or low-cost activitiesexplore and better understand our island’s ssruinent. Residents and visitofs
are welcome! SEA strives to provide knowledgegbldes for such activities as shore walks or hikelsetter understand our
native flora and fauna; visits to the bird rehatdlion program; organic farm visits; star-gazingne snorkeling trips, to name jus
a few. If you would like to know more about SE#vdies, volunteer as a guide or make suggestiptease callSEA at 773-1989

—

Saturday May 7, 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. Geocache Search a t Southgate Coastal Reserve led by Don Bailey . Don
will give an introduction to this popular hobby and then lead the search for the brand new Southgate Coastal Re-
serve treasure using handheld Global Positioning System (GPS) units. This will be an easy hike that traverses the
beach. Hats, insect repellant and water to drink are recommended. We will have a few GPS units for you to borrow
or bring your own. Free for SEA members and children, $10 for non-members.

Saturday May 21, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. FREE Snor kel clinic at Southgate Coastal Reserve Beach
(between Cheeseburgers and Chenay Bay Beach Resort). Learn to snorkel or advance your skills—school-aged
children to adults are welcome. SEA will provide instruction, gear, and light refreshments. Registration is not re-
guired but appreciated; please call Lynnea Roberts at 773-1989. Sponsored by Reef Jam.

Saturday May 28, 7:30 to 11:30 a.m. Native Tree Pla nting at Protestant Cay . Bring your favorite digging tool
and join SEA and V.I. Division of Fish & Wildlife staff to plant trees that will improve habitat for the endangered St.
Croix Ground Lizard! Wildlife biologists Renata Platenberg and Jennifer Valiulis will share their knowledge of this
endemic reptile. Wear sturdy shoes, hats and gloves. SEA will provide drinking water and light refreshments.
Please call SEA to register for this activity.

Saturday May 29, 1:00 to 10:00 p.m. Reef Jam at Rhythms at Rainbow Beach in Frederiksted. Music festival
with local food and educational exhibits. Fun for the entire family! SEA will organize the ‘Reeftivity Zone’ - educa-
tional activities for kids. $5 entrance fee, which supports reef related community projects. Visit www.reefiam.com

for more details.

Sunday June 5, 12:00 to 4:00 p.m. SEA 25th Annivers ary ‘Trash-free Beach Picnic’ at Southgate Coastal
Reserve . Join us to celebrate 25 years of conservation, education and advocacy! SEA will provide basic hamburg-
ers, veggie burgers, hot dogs, non-alcoholic beverages and ice-filled coolers. Please bring your favorite picnic food
to share and reusable table service. We will share our plans for development of this beautiful natural area, play
games on the beach and, of course, enjoy the beautiful Caribbean Sea. We would love to hear your memories of
past SEA activities and initiatives. Everyone is welcome—donations appreciated. Call 773-1989 for details.

Saturday June 25, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. FREE Sno rkel Clinic at Cramer Park. Learn to snorkel or advance
your skills—school-aged children to adults are welcome. SEA will provide instruction, gear, and light refreshments.
Registration is not required but appreciated; please call Lynnea Roberts at 773-1989. Sponsored by Reef Jam.

SEATURTLE HATCHLING WATCHES

Thursday June 30th
Tuesday July 19th
Wednesday July 27th

Leatherback sea turtle watches are provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at Sandy Point National
Wildlife Refuge. Hatchling watches begin at 5 p.m. and end at 8 p.m. providing an excellent opportunity
for young families. You must be a SEA member to attend. Reservations are required.




Students Explore Science and Our Island’ s'__Resources

The St. George Village Botanical Garden was bus-
tling with elementary school children on April 27 and
28. The 18th Annual Earth Day EcoFair and Litter
Stomp was “the place to be”; 872 third through sixth
graders attended this year’s event. Among the 21
activity stations, students were able to plant wheat
grass, play ‘decomposition tag’, bird watch, go on a
rainforest walk, learn about UVI's aquaculture pro-
gram through a large tilapia tank and garden, ob-
serve a running desalination model, watch toys pow-
ered by solar energy, and much more.

Students protest littering during the ‘Litter Stomp’.

New this year, and clearly a favorite, was the Sing &
‘ting area—a place where groups of students gath-
ered to celebrate Earth Day through music and
laughter. Jan Hart led the students in Earth Day
songs and play-
ing musical in-
struments.
Melanie Feltmate
helped make the
Sing & Ting
shows a success
by discussing the
importance  of
Earth Day, read-
ing poetry, and
rumor has it she
had many corny
jokes up her
sleeve. As stu-
dents left the

large tent they
Marcia Taylor of UVI's Marine Advi-  \ere still singing,
sory Service challenged studentsto  «ggyrth Day,
identify common mollusks. Every Day..."

= The VI Waste
anagement
{ Authority again
sponsored this
year’s EcoFair.
Other business
contributors  in-
clude the VI De-
partment of Agri-
W culture, St. Croix
Educational
Complex’s Good
to Chew school
'l program,  and
iz M Cost U Less.
Jen Travis of St. George Village SEA thanks the
Botanical Garden demonstrates many volunteers
waste reduction through composting. gng presenters

that contributed their time and expertise.

Presenters represented the following agencies: De-
partment of Planning and Natural Resources Divi-
sions of Coastal Zone Management, Environmental
Protection, Small Business Program and State His-
toric Preservation; National Park Service; USDA
Natural Resource Conservation Service; Quality
Electric, Inc.; Seven Seas Water Corporation; St.
Croix Environmental Association; St. George Village
Botanical Garden; UVI Agricultural Experiment Sta-
tion Aquaculture Program and Marine Advisory Ser-
vice; VI Department of Agriculture, Horticulture and
Forestry Divisions; VI Energy Office; VI Waste Man-
agement Authority; Virgin Islands Network of Envi-
ronmental Educators (VINE); and naturalists Olasee
Davis, Ras Lumumba and Veronica Gordon.

Employees of Quality Electric demonstrated the differ-
ence in power usage and heat generated by different
types of light bulbs.



WANTED: OFFICE VOLUNTEERS

With budgets tight and programs growing, SEA is
following the national trend to ‘do more with less’
and we could use your help! We are in need of vol-
unteers for routine tasks and special projects in our
Gallows Bay office. Most of the projects require no
particular skills but we also have need of someone
with a basic working knowledge of the ACT data-
base program and others with library skills. Hours
are flexible, come anytime between 9 a.m. and
5 p.m. Monday through Friday during our regular
office hours. Please contact Carol at 773-1989 or
cburke@stxenvironmental.org for more information
or to volunteer.

Donations Needed for SEA
Creatures Summer Program

Please help SEA continue our six-week SEA
Creatures Summer Program. This program brings
on-site activities and exciting field excursions to chil-
dren enrolled in summer camps throughout St.
Croix. Activities are designed to engage kids in con-
cepts of watershed management with a ridge-to-reef
approach. Visits to forests, wetlands and beaches
encourage kids to care for the natural world around
them.

At this writing we have raised only about half of the
funds needed to operate the camp for six full weeks.
Please give generously today!

Check out our

website! All newsletters
and the recycling directory
(see Island Resources &
Links tab) are available.
Current list of activities
and events are also
posted.

THE ST. CROIX ENVIRONMENTAL ASSOCIATION

The SEA Report is a bimonthly publication of the St. Croix
Environmental Association (SEA), a nonprofit membership organization.

SEA’s hours are Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

www.stxenvironmental.org Email: stxsea@gmail.com
Phone (340) 773-1989 Fax (340) 773-7545

St. Croix Environmental Association
5032 Anchor Way - Suite 3
Christiansted, St. Croix USVI 00820
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To promote conservation of environmental resources, provide education,
and advocate for environmentally responsible actions.



