May—June, 2010 REPORT

To promote conservation of environmental resourpesyide education,
and advocate for environmentally responsible action

Earth Day EcoFair 2010
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Interactive lessons about coral reef inhabitants, en-
demic birds and amphibians, non-point source pollu-
tion, natural plant fibers, integrated fish and vegeta-
ble farming, oil production and exploration, and a
coral reef puppet show were a just a few of the ac-
tivities at SEA’s Earth Day EcoFair 2010. More than
1,000 students from eighteen schools attended the
Fair. Two-hundred twenty-four children also partici-
pated in the Litter Stomp under cloudy skies on the
second day of the event.

Lynnea Roberts coordinated the event which was

held on the spacious grounds of St. George Village

Botanical Garden and funded by the V.I. Waste

Management Authority. Sixteen agencies provided

creative and engaging activities. Each participant
received a reus-
able water bottle
to help reduce
solid waste.
Teachers also
received a reus-
able tote bag full
of  classroom
materials to re-
inforce the les-
sons learned at
the Fair.
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CLEAN Sweep!

Thank you, thank you, thank you to all who partici-
pated in the first CLEAN event! Thanks also to
VIAPCO for donation of traffic cones and Gallows
Bay Hardware for a discount on supplies. SEA, with
partner agency St. Croix Foundation and funder V.I.
Waste Management Authority, organized the Cru-
cian Litter Elimination Action Now effort to raise
awareness of the need to keep our island clean for
ourselves and our visitors. Clearly, many people
agree, as over 300 volunteers from youth groups,
schools, homeowner associations, civic clubs, and
churches collected hundreds of bags of litter and
tires, construction materials and assorted trash from
the Half Iron Man Triathlon route on April 24th and
25th. Temperatures soared into the low 90’s as lit-
ter-pickers hit the roadsides from The Beast to Divi
Resort. Said Education Coordinator Lynnea Rob-
erts, “It is really great to drive along the clean road-
sides. Now let’s all try to keep it clean!”

Support SEA's Summer Program!

Donations are needed to fund the SEA Creatures
Summer Program which serves hundreds of children
enrolled in local camps. Hands-on activities, envi-
ronmental games and field trips to beach, wetland
and forest ecosystems make environmental learning
fun. For many years this program has been fully
funded by your donations—please give generously!



Go Green When You Clean

I recently discovered an excellent little book filled
with recipes for alternative green cleaning solutions
that are safer for your health and the environment
and will also help you to save money. Green up
your Cleanup by Jill Potvin Schoff is readily available
from online booksellers for under $20 and is well
worth the price.

Recipes for cleaning everything from laundry and
counters to concrete walkways and wood decks use
commonly available ingredients like lemon, vinegar,
baking soda and borax. Eliminating detergents was
essential for the author to protect the health of her
son who developed eczema from exposure to them
but everyone can benefit from reducing their use of
dangerous chemicals present in many common
household cleaners. Over the next few months | will
share a few recipes from the book that | have found
to be effective.

Baking Soda Scrub
2 tbsp. baking soda
Castile soap

Put the baking soda into a wide-mouthed container
and mix in enough soap to form a foamy paste. Ap-
ply to the surface to be cleaned with a rag or
sponge. For tough jobs let the mixture sit for a few
minutes. Rinse with a spray of white vinegar or with
hot water. This works great for counter tops, appli-
ances, sinks, tile and more and is very inexpensive.

Manny de Motta of Solar Solutions demonstrates a solar
hot water system to students at the Earth Day EcoFair.
Solar Solutions has agreed to support SEA by donating
$100—$150 for each solar hot water system purchased
from the company by SEA members. What a great op-
portunity to finally get that solar system installed and help
SEA at the same time! Solar Delivered is offering a simi-
lar benefit to SEA with a donation of $100 for each solar
hot water system installed.

Caribbean Endemic Bird Festival
Celebrated in Many Ways

Celebrating and promoting partnerships for regional
bird conservation is the focus of the 9th annual Car-
ibbean Endemic Bird Festival (CEBF), led by the So-
ciety for the Conservation and Study of Caribbean
Birds (SCSCB).

Twenty countries throughout the Caribbean region
are celebrating the CEBF with contests, bird outings,
in-school activities and distribution of beautiful post-
ers, t-shirts and Banaquit stickers. From Cuba to
Trinidad conservation agencies are raising aware-
ness of the high number of endemic birds found on
islands and the extreme need to protect them from
climate change, development pressure, habitat loss
and, sadly, illegal hunting and collecting.

Endemic birds have restricted ranges, in many
cases found on only one island so they are particu-
larly vulnerable to habitat loss. Partnerships are
needed to conserve sufficient habitat for these feath-
ered gems.

In St. Croix SEA kicked off our celebration at the
Earth Day EcoFair where volunteer Jennifer Valiulis
and Carol Cramer-Burke taught children about the
four endemic birds from the Puerto Rico and Virgin
Islands region that reside in St. Croix — the Bridled
Quail Dove, Pearly-eyed Thrasher, Green Throated
Carib and Antillean Crested Hummingbirds. The
kids also learned about habitat and food require-
ments of these birds.

On May 22nd, the final day of the Festival, SEA staff
and volunteers will lead a guided tour of the wetland
and salt pond at Southgate Coastal Reserve. Prizes
will be awarded during the tour. (See activities page
for details.)



ST. CROIX ENVIRONMENTAL ASSOCIATION
Phone: (340) 773-1989 Fax: (340) 773-7545
WWW.stxenvironmental.org

Activities and Events Offered by St. Croix Environnmental Association
SEA offers a variety of free or low-cost activitiesexplore and better understand our island’s ssruinent. Residents and visitors
are welcome! SEA strives to provide knowledgegbides for such activities as shore walks or hikelsetter understand our
native flora and fauna; visits to the bird rehatdlion program; organic farm visits; star-gazingne snorkeling trips, to name just
a few. If you would like to know more about SE#vdies, volunteer as a guide or make suggestiptease call SEA at 773-1989

Saturday May 8, 8:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. Mangrove Habit at Enhancement at Southgate Coastal Reserve.  Volunteers
are needed to help plant 750 white mangrove seedlings to improve nesting habitat for Caribbean Coots and Ruddy
Ducks at Southgate Pond. Eagle Scout candidate Nathan Miller of Troup 227 will lead the activity.

Saturday May 15, 8:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. Mangrove Habi tat Enhancement at Southgate Coastal Reserve.  Volun-
teers are needed to help plant 750 white mangrove seedlings to improve nesting habitat for Caribbean Coots and Ruddy
Ducks at Southgate Pond. Eagle Scout candidate Nathan Miller of Troup 227 will lead the activity.

Saturday May 22, 10:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. FREE Snork el Clinic at Southgate (Green Cay) Beach. Learn to snorkel
or advance your skills — all ages are welcome. SEA and VINE will provide instruction, snorkel gear and light refresh-
ments. No registration is required.

Saturday May 22, 7:30—9:30 a.m. Caribbean Endemic B ird Festival at Southgate Coastal Reserve. Bring your
binoculars and join SEA Program Director, Carol Cramer-Burke to tour Southgate Pond and learn more about Caribbean
endemic birds! No binoculars? We have a few pairs that you may borrow for the day. Please wear 'mud’ shoes and
hats, bring water and insect repellant. Prizes will be awarded!

Thursday May 27, 6:00 — 8:00 p.m. Biodiversity Fil m Fest: Learning to Sea is an underwater experience that com-
pares animal behaviors in two seas separated by over 7,000 miles. This international award winning film takes you on a
tour through both oceans simultaneously, the Red Sea and the Caribbean Sea. The filmmaker shares his cross-global
experiences and shows the correlation of the marine inhabitants. Director/Producer Ziggy Livhat will be on hand to lead
discussion after the film. The film will be shown at the UVI Theatre Rm. #401. FREE to all, no reservations required.

Saturday June 19, 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. Preparing You ng Trees for Hurricane Season . Learn to select and prune
young trees to better withstand windstorms. St. George Village Botanical Garden will provide a venue for the morning
classroom session, after lunch (on your own) you will have an opportunity to practice your pruning skills. Light refresh-
ments will be provided. Registration is required.

Thursday June 24, 6:00 — 8:00 p.m. Biodiversity Fi Im Fest: PBS Planet Earth Series, State of the Planet’s
Oceans. In this episode the filmmakers investigate the health and sustainability of the world’s oceans, with a special
emphasis on climate change and issues affecting marine reserves, fisheries, and coastal ecosystems. The film will be
shown at the UVI Theatre Rm. #401. FREE to all, no reservations required.

Saturday June 26, 10:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. FREE Snor kel Clinic at Cramer Park. Learn to snorkel or advance your
skills — all ages are welcome. SEA and VINE will provide instruction, snorkel gear and light refreshments. No registra-
tion is required.

SEATURTLE NESTING WATCHES

Thursday May 6th

Thursday May 13th

Saturday May 22nd

Thursday June 3rd
Leatherback sea turtle nesting watches are provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at Sandy Point Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge. Nesting watches begin at 8 p.m. and end at midnight or later so are not appropriate

for children under 6 years of age. You must be a SEA member to attend. Reservations are required.
Please call SEA at 773-1989 for reservations and information.
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Biodiversity Film Fest Continues!

May 27: ‘Learning to Sea’'with guest speaker Ziggy Livnat

June 24:'The State of the Planet's Oceans A continuation of the
Journey to Planet Earth series.

All films are shown at UVI in the Melvin Evans Ceet Room #401.

Funding provided by Marshall & Sterling Insurance.
See page 3 for additional information.

Check out our

website! All newsletters
and the recycling directory
(see Island Resources &
Links tab) are available.
Current list of activities
and events are also
posted.

THE ST. CROIX ENVIRONMENTAL ASSOCIATION

The SEA Report is a bimonthly publication of the St. Croix
Environmental Association (SEA), a nonprofit membership organization.

SEA’s hours are Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

www.stxenvironmental.org Email: stxsea@gmail.com
Phone (340) 773-1989 Fax (340) 773-7545
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To promote conservation of environmental resources, provide education,
and advocate for environmentally responsible actions.



