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To promote conservation of environmental resourpesyide education,
and advocate for environmentally responsible action

Delegate Keynotes
SEA Annual Meeting

Delegate to Congress Donna M. Christian-
Christensen, during her keynote address to SEA
members, recalled the years when she supported
SEA’s efforts to protect the Salt River area from in-
appropriate development and recognized the value
of SEA’s advocacy work. She spoke with encour-
agement about the designation of a new National
Park at Estate Castle Nugent and briefly recapped
Congressional high points of the past year. The
Delegate wrapped up her address by thanking SEA
for the work they do for the St. Croix environment.

The contracts between VI Water and Power
Authority and VI Waste Management Authority, and
Alpine Energy Group, LLC were the focus of
remarks from Senator Adlah ‘Foncie’ Donastorg.
The Senator spoke of his opposition to the Alpine
project based on the potential for environmental
harm caused by burning of petroleum coke and
potential rate payer issues. Senator Samuel Sanes,
who made brief remarks, and a representative for
Senator (and SEA Board member) Nellie O’'Reilly
also attended the meeting.

Members were delighted with a brief presentation
from Ziggy Livnat including showing of coral reef
public service announcements that he created for
Hawaii. The beautiful video and clever characteriza-
tion bring the message across in an irresistible
manner. Ziggy is now working to create similar
messages for the Virgin Islands.

Election results were announced by Chairman
Roger Hoss. Elected to serve second terms were
Michael Baron, Jennifer Martin-Daley and Ken
Haines; Michael Mongeau, who was appointed in
May to fill a vacancy, and Deepak Bonsal were
elected to serve their first terms. Jim Nealon, who
has served SEA as a Board member for three years,
did not stand for reelection. His service (and sense
of humor) will be missed.

SEA thanks the Buccaneer Hotel for use of the
lovely venue and their friendly staff for their kind
service. We also thank our members who, as usual,
provided a sumptuous ‘pot luck’ meal.

2010 Year of Biodiversity
Film Fest

Mark you calendars now and don’'t miss a single one
of the magnificent films that will comprise SEA’s
Year of Biodiversity Film Fest! The core of the
program will be seven of the PBS ‘Exploring Planet
Earth’ series beginning with State of the Planet,
narrated by Matt Damon. Films will be shown at UVI
on the third Thursday of each month beginning on
February eighteenth at 6 p.m.

These thought provoking films explore the fragile
relationship between people and the world they
inhabit. The series is produced by Emmy Award-
winning filmmakers Marilyn and Hal Weiner in
association with South Carolina ETV.

A common thread runs throughout this PBS series
— the necessity to achieve a balance between the
needs of people and the needs of the environment.
Loss of farmland to urban development, the pollution
of the Earth’s rivers, inadequate housing and water
resources for those living in the world’s mega-cities
— these are just some of the topics covered in
Journey to Planet Earth.

We will also show Learning to Sea, a stunning film
that compares animal behaviors in the Caribbean
and Red Seas that has won multiple international
awards. Producer and film artist Ziggy Livnat will be
on hand for discussion following this engaging film.

Students from Seventh Day Adventist School with SEA’s
Education Coordinator Lynnea Roberts after planting 26
native trees at SEA’s Southgate property.



Copenhagen Climate Summit Outcome is Mixed

(The sections in quotes are excerpted from Wikepedia, the free online encyclopedia on 12-27-09. For a more detailed story, visit http:/
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United Nations Climate Change Conference 2009 )

“The 2009 United Nations Climate Change Conference was held at the Bella Center in Copenhagen, Denmark, between
7 December and 18 December. The conference included the 15th Conference of the Parties (COP 15) to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the 5th Meeting of the Parties (COP/MOP 5) to the Kyoto
Protocol. According to the Bali Road Map, a framework for climate change mitigation beyond 2012 was to be agreed
there.”

“The conference was preceded by the Climate Change: Global Risks, Challenges and Decisions scientific conference,
which took place in March 2009 and was also held at the Bella Center. The negotiations began to take a new format
when in May 2009 UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon attended the World Business Summit on Climate Change in
Copenhagen, organised by the Copenhagen Climate Council (COC), where he requested that COC councillors attend
New York's Climate Week at the Summit on Climate Change on 22 September and engage with heads of government
on the topic of the climate problem.”

“On Friday 18 December, the final day of the conference, international media reported that the climate talks were "in
disarray". Media also reported that in lieu of a summit collapse, solely a "weak political statement" was anticipated at the
conclusion of the conference.” Each country had its own emissions reduction in mind for the year 1990 to the year 2020
(in India and China’s cases, from 2005 to 2020), and this was one of the reasons why agreement could not be reached
between the nations on a single target of emissions reduction.

“The Copenhagen Accord was drafted by the US, China, India, Brazil and South Africa on December 18, and judged a
"meaningful agreement" by the United States government. It was "recognised”, but not "agreed upon", in a debate of all
the participating countries the next day, and it was not passed unanimously. The document recognised that climate
change is one of the greatest challenges of the present and that actions should be taken to keep any temperature
increases to below 2C. The document is not legally binding and does not contain any legally binding commitments for
reducing CO, emissions. Leaders of industrialised countries, including Barack Obama and Gordon Brown, were pleased
with this agreement but many leaders of other countries and non-governmental organisations were opposed to it.”

“The Copenhagen Accord asks countries to submit emissions targets by the end of January 2010, and paves the way for
further discussions to occur at the 2010 UN climate change conference in Mexico and the mid-year session in Bonn.
However, some commentators consider that "the future of the UN's role in international climate deals is now in doubt."

George Monbiot blamed the failure of the conference to achieve a binding deal on the United States Senate and Barack
Obama. By negotiating the Copenhagen Accord with only a select group of nations most of the UN member states were
excluded. If poorer nations did not sign the Accord then they would be unable to access funds from richer nations to help
them adapt to climate change. He noted how the British and American governments have both blamed China for the
failure of the talks but said that Obama placed China in "an impossible position" - "He demanded concessions while
offering nothing."

The Australian Broadcasting Corporation has reported that India, China and other emerging nations cooperated at
Copenhagen to thwart attempts at establishing legally binding targets for carbon emissions, in order to protect their
economic growth. UK Climate Change secretary Ed Miliband accused China specifically of sinking an agreement, pro-
voking a counter response from China that British politicians were engaging in a political scheme. Mark Lynas, who was
attached to the Maldives delegation, accused China of "sabotaging" the talks and ensuring that Barack Obama would
publicly shoulder the blame. The New York Times has quoted Lynas as further commenting:

"...the NGO movement is ten years out of date. They're still arguing for ‘climate justice’, whatever that means,
which is interpreted by the big developing countries like India and China as a right to pollute up to Western
levels. To me carbon equity is the logic of mutually assured destruction. | think NGOs are far too soft on the Chi-
nese, given that it's the world’s biggest polluter, and is the single most important factor in deciding when global
emissions will peak, which in turn is the single most important factor in the eventual temperature outcome...

"I think the bottom line for China (and India) is growth, and given that this growth is mainly based on coal, there
is going to have to be much more pressure on China if global emissions are to peak within any reasonable time
frame. In Beijing the interests of the Party come first, second and third, and global warming is somewhere further
down the list. Growth delivers stability and prosperity, and keeps the party in power."

China's Xinhua news agency responded to these allegations by asserting that Premier Wen Jiabao played a sincere,
determined and constructive role at the last minute talks in Copenhagen and credited him with playing a key role in the
"success" of the conference.

The editorial of The Australian newspaper, blamed African countries for turning Copenhagen into "a platform for
demands that the world improve the continent's standard of living" and claimed that "Copenhagen was about
old-fashioned anti-Americanism, not the environment".



ST. CROIX ENVIRONMENTAL ASSOCIATION
Phone: (340) 773-1989 Fax: (340) 773-7545
WWW.stxenvironmental.org

Activities and Events Offered by St. Croix Environnmental Association
SEA offers a variety of free or low-cost activitiesexplore and better understand our island’s ssruinent. Residents and visitors
are welcome! SEA strives to provide knowledgegbides for such activities as shore walks or hikelsetter understand our
native flora and fauna; visits to the bird rehatdlion program; organic farm visits; star-gazingne snorkeling trips, to name just
a few. If you would like to know more about SE#vdies, volunteer as a guide or make suggestiptease call SEA at 773-1989

Saturday January 16, 7:00 — 11:00 a.m. Southgate W ork Day. Please join SEA staff to help with tree
maintenance, litter collection, installation of signs, and more. We will provide gloves, light refreshments and
drinking water — please bring a reusable water bottle. Weed whackers, loppers, hand saws, and other ‘bush tools’
are needed. Call 773-1989 for more information.

Saturday January 23, 8:30 — 10:30 a.m. Reptile Ram ble at Sandy Point National Wildlife Refuge. Jenni  fer
Valiulis, wildlife biologist at V.I. Division of Fish & Wildlife will be our guide for this popular activity. Many of us are
familiar with the common Anole that climbs on walls around our homes but there are many other species of reptiles
that inhabit trees, leaf litter, brush piles, and rock piles. Please join us for this excellent opportunity to become
more familiar with these wonderful insect eaters. Children 5 years and older will especially enjoy this activity. Free
for SEA members and children, $10 for non-members. Please bring water to drink. Call 773-1989 to register.

Saturday February 6, 8:00 — 10:00 a.m. Basics of N ature Photography at Southgate Coastal Reserve with
Eric Crossan will cover composition, exposure, lighting control, using flash to enhance outdoor photographs, and
lens selection. Eric is a seasoned professional photographer who has operated a commercial photography studio
for 30 years. During those years he has traveled around the world and throughout the U.S. on assignments.
Nature and the environment have always held a special place in Eric’s heart and he is enjoying the photographic
challenges St. Croix has to offer. Bring your camera, lenses, and tripod (if you have) — a hat, sunscreen, and water
to drink will make your experience more pleasant. Registration is required. Please call 773-1989. Free for SEA
members, non-members $10.

February 13 — 15, St. Croix Agricultural and Food F  air, V.I. Department of Agriculture.  SEA will be there with
educational activities and displays. Come visit with our staff and board members!

Thursday February 18, 6:00 — 8:00 p.m. Biodiversity Film Fest: The State of the Planet . (venue to be
determined). This is the first of a series of films to be shown by SEA in the coming year to celebrate the
International Year of Biodiversity (http://www.countdown2010.net/year-biodiversity). Narrated by Matt Damon, this
PBS film takes an international look at how population, climate change, and economic pressures affect the world’'s
resources such as food and water. Please call 773-1989 for details and registration. All films are free of charge.

Saturday March 13, SEAIng Greener Masquerade Balla t The Palms at Pelican Cove.
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Save the Date!

MARCH 13, 2010
6:30 to 10:30 p.m.

SEAIng GREENER
MASQUERADE BALL AT
THE PALMS AT PELICAN COVE

Dance the night away to live music by Siete Son!

THE ST. CROIX ENVIRONMENTAL ASSOCIATION
Check out our

website! All newsletters
and the recycling directory

The SEA Report is a bimonthly publication of the St. Croix
Environmental Association (SEA), a nonprofit membership organization.

(see Island Resources & SEA’s hours are Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Links tab) are available.
Current list of activities www.stxenvironmental.org Email: stxsea@gmail.com
and events are also Phone (340) 773-1989 Fax (340) 773-7545
posted.
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