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and advocate for environmentally responsible action

Member Call to Action on Pet
Coke Energy Production

SEA Members,

SEA staff and board members have been actively
engaged behind the scenes on the proposed con-
struction by Alpine Energy Group, LLC (AEG) of fa-
cilities that would generate electric power principally
through the combustion of petroleum coke on St.
Croix and St. Thomas. Petroleum Coke is a fossil
fuel that is in several ways dirtier and more hazard-
ous that coal. We are very concerned about poten-
tial environmental and public health risks that result
from the operation of the facilities as proposed.

In addition, over the 20-year life of the Power Pur-
chase Agreements signed between WAPA and
AEG, VI taxpayers and WAPA ratepayers will bear
the burden of significant direct costs and liability for
external costs of the operation.

Over the upcoming months, SEA staff will collabo-
rate with other groups and interested parties to help
organize town hall meetings to fully discuss the envi-
ronmental, public health and economic costs of the
proposed WAPA / AEG projects. We hope to have
the opportunity to be heard in Senate hearings, but
there is no certainty that such an opportunity will be
afforded to the public. Hearings held to date by the
Public Services Commission and the Senate Appro-
priations and Budget Committee have not allowed
substantive public input.

Reprinted on page 2 of this newsletter is a letter
from Senator Donastorg calling for the Senate
Committee on Planning and Environmental
Protection to host a hearing in which the public may
be heard. We call upon the SEA Membership to
write or email Senator Shawn Michael Malone
requesting him to call a hearing (with public
testimony permitted) on the proposed WAPA /
Alpine Energy Group power plants. Contact
information for Senator Malone is: telephone:
693-3529, email: smmalonel@yahoo.com.
Guidance for sending email to Senators can be
found at http://www.legvi.org/LEGVI2008/

directory.pdf. ﬁ'

Lionfish Threaten St. Croix
Reefs and Fisheries

The presence of invasive lionfish (Pterois volitans,
P. miles) was fist confirmed in waters off the west
end of St. Croix in November 2008 and as of
September 2009 nine of these voracious predators
have been collected in St. Croix waters. Although
there have been no confirmed sightings in the
northern USVI it seems likely that they will soon
spread into those waters.

According to information on the USGS website the
Red lionfish is native to the tropical Pacific. The
body is white or cream colored with red to reddish-
brown vertical stripes, numerous venomous spines
and may reach 18 inches in length. Lionfish inhabit
reefs from 10 to 175 meters in depth. As juveniles
they are often found in small groups but as adults
typically occur alone. They are fairly inactive during
the day, usually taking shelter in reef crevices. At
night they move to deeper waters to forage on small
fishes and crustaceans. All of their spines are
venomous and can cause severe pain so avoid
contact with these invasive predators. If stung the
recommended treatment is to immerse the effected
area in hot water and seek medical attention.
Please call the Division of Fish and Wildlife (773-
1082 or 643-0800) to report all lionfish sightings.

Lionfish Threaten continued on page 5







SEA Reaches out to Teachers
at QUEST 2009

While students relaxed at home on October 16,
teachers filled the classroom desks of St. Croix
Educational Complex. It was the teachers’ day to be
students at QUEST, Quality Educational Standards
in Teaching. Teachers attended sessions ranging in
topics from classroom management to tsunami
preparation.

In partnership with VINE, Virgin Island Network of
Educators, SEA had a table for teachers to try two
hands-on activities. Teachers used a triple beam
balance to weigh and compare the amount of water
four different substrates can absorb. This activity is
used in the classroom to encourage thinking about
how extraction of soil, in particular the substrates
found in wetland areas, affects our island. For the
second activity, teachers used a graduated cylinder
to measure samples of water. The samples repre-
sented the amount of salt and fresh water available
on Earth. After the fresh water was divided into cate-
gories, participants saw that only a few drops repre-
sented the water that we drink and use in our
homes. Lynnea Roberts and Carol Cramer-Burke
talked to many teachers about SEA’s outreach
education program, and 100 flyers were distributed.

Pruning for Windstorm
Workshop

Meet SEA's New
Environmental Educator

After taking a yearlong sabbatical in St. Croix,
Lynnea Roberts landed on SEA’s doorstep with a
big smile and a mission to spread her enthusiasm
for science. She earned her elementary education
degree and middle school endorsement from the
University of Wyoming in 1999 and a Master of
Curriculum and Instruction, Technology Integration
from Grand Canyon University in 2008. Her
experience as a classroom teacher for eight years
and love for the outdoors will be a definite asset to
SEA’s outreach education mission.

SEA provided training for twenty-three people from eleven agencies in a two-day workshop, Pruning for Wind-
storm: Preparation and Response, co-hosted by UVI Cooperative Extension Service. ISA Certified Arborists
Errol Chichester, Stafford Crossman and Carlos Robles shared their expertise in tree biology and correct
pruning practices for sustaining tree health. William Thomas demonstrated safety equipment and operation
of boom truck. St. George Village Botanical Garden provided a venue for pruning practice. Funding for the
project is from the VI Department of Agriculture Urban & Community Forestry Assistance Program.



ST. CROIX ENVIRONMENTAL ASSOCIATION
Phone: (340) 773-1989 Fax: (340) 773-7545
WWW.stxenvironmental.org

Activities and Events Offered by St. Croix Environnmental Association
SEA offers a variety of free or low-cost activitiesexplore and better understand our island’s ssruinent. Residents and visitors
are welcome! SEA strives to provide knowledgegbides for such activities as shore walks or hikelsetter understand our
native flora and fauna; visits to the bird rehatdlion program; organic farm visits; star-gazingne snorkeling trips, to name just
a few. If you would like to know more about SE#vdies, volunteer as a guide or make suggestiptease call SEA at 773-1989

Saturday November 7, 7:00 — 11:00 a.m. Plant Trees with SEA! Please join us at Southgate Coastal Reserve to
plant beautiful native trees that will provide food, habitat, and nesting material for birds and other wildlife. Shovels,
rakes, picks, and wheelbarrows are needed. SEA will provide light refreshments. Hats, sun protection, gloves and
sturdy shoes are recommended. Please call 773-1989 to register. Funding for this project is provided by the VI Dept. of
Agriculture Urban & Community Forestry Program.

Thursday November 19, 6:00 — 9:00 p.m. SEA Annual Meeting at the Buccaneer Hotel, Little Mermaid Restaurant
with guest speaker Donna M. Christensen, Delegate to Congress. Registration, cocktails, and pot-luck dinner begin
at 6:00 followed at 7:00 by our special program, business meeting and awards ceremony. Seating is limited so please
make your reservations early by calling the SEA office at 773-1989.

Saturday November 21, 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Green  Cay National Wildlife Refuge Volunteer Day. Come out to
Green Cay National Wildlife Refuge and help improve habitat for one of the world's most endangered lizards - the St.
Croix Ground Lizard! Work will include removal of invasive plant species, placement of erosion control devices, and
planting and watering native trees. Be prepared for hot weather, hard work, and thorny bushes! Meet at 7:30 a.m. at
Green Cay Marina on Saturday November 21st. You may get wet getting on and off the boat so wear sandals and shorts
but please bring long pants and closed-toe shoes to change into! Don't forget a hat, sun block, and a water bottle. Water,
shacks, and a boat ride to and from Green Cay will be provided. Call 773-1989 to register.

Sunday November 22, 7:00 — 9:00 a.m. Bird Watch at Great Pond. Jennifer Valiulis, DFW Wildlife Biologist, and
Carol Cramer-Burke will be your guides for this trip to one of St. Croix’s premier wetland bird habitats. Please bring bin-
oculars and field guide; hats, mud shoes, and sun protection are recommended. Call 773-1989 to register.

Saturday December 5, 8:00 — 10:30 a.m. Maroon Ridg e Hike with natural history guide Ras Lumumba Corriette of
Ay-Ay Eco Hike & Tours. This strenuous hike begins at the base of Ham'’s Bluff and climbs past the old lighthouse to
the breathtaking views of Maroon Ridge. Wear sturdy shoes, hats and appropriate sun protection and bring plenty of
water to drink. Fee for this activity is $10 for SEA members, $15 for non-members. Registration is required for this ac-
tivity — please call 773-1989.

Friday December 11, 5:00 — 7:00 p.m. SEA Holiday P arty! Please join SEA Board and Staff to share a cup of holiday
cheer at SEA's office in the Arawak Building in Gallows Bay. A few gift items and cards will be on sale. Many Gallows
Bay businesses will be open late and there will be holiday music for your enjoyment.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Lionfish Threaten continued from page 1

Studies in the Bahamas have shown that the
presence of lionfish reduces accumulation of new
juvenile fishes by 79 percent. When lionfish
stomach contents were examined prey items
included fairy basslet, bridled cardinalfish, white
grunt, damselfish, wrasses, striped parrotfish, and
dusky blenny. They may also eat juvenile lobsters.
This is cause for concern because of competition
with native fishes for food and because of the
reduced abundance of herbivorous fishes that keep
seaweeds and algae from overgrowing corals.

SEA has joined a number of Federal and Territorial
government agencies, non-profit organizations, dive
operators and concerned citizens to take action to
suppress the spread of lionfish in USVI waters. The
group drafted a Lionfish Response Management
Plan which is available for review at http:/
fw.dpnr.gov.vi/, Components of the plan include
education, outreach and training; monitoring and
data collection; opportunistic and targeted detection
and removal; data analysis and reporting.

You can learn more about the lionfish and its rapid
spread throughout the Atlantic Ocean at these web
sites:  http://coastalscience.noaa.gov/education/
lionfish.ntml and at http://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/
FactSheet.asp?speciesID=963 including an
animated map of the species progress through the
Atlantic and Caribbean regions.

Board member Ryan Smith lends a hand to students
from St. Croix Educational Complex who
volunteered to plant native trees at Southgate.

Two Chances to Work Hard,
Feel Good!

Green Cay National Wildlife Refuge

This tiny Refuge of only 14 acres was established in
1977 to protect one of the worlds’ most endangered
lizards - the St. Croix ground lizard and also bird
nesting habitat. Management by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (FWS) involves habitat improvement
and protection and study of the St. Croix ground liz-
ard. Green Cay is closed to the public because of
the sensitivity of the habitat and risk of introduction
of invasive species.

However, on November 21°% there will be an oppor-
tunity to visit Green Cay if you are willing to work
hard to help improve habitat for the St. Croix ground
lizard. Tasks include removal of invasive plant
species, placement of erosion control devices, and
planting and watering of native trees. For this
project you must be at least 18 years of age to
volunteer. Please call SEA if you can help —
773-1989. (see pg. 4 for additional details)

Southgate Coastal Reserve

SEA is moving forward with native tree planting for
habitat improvement, trail development, and inter-
pretive signs at Southgate and we need your help!
Skilled and unskilled labor is needed to plant and
care for trees, remove invasive vegetation, keep
trails clear, and remove litter and debris from beach
and upland areas. Can you give one morning each
month to help keep Southgate clean and green? Do
you know students who need to earn community
service hours? Please contact Carol Cramer-Burke
to volunteer — cburke.atsea@gmail.com.

New Native Trees at Southgate

Thanks to the efforts of many hard-working
volunteers, including students from UVI, St. Croix
Educational Complex, Good Hope, and Country Day
Schools, there are now 104 new native trees at
SEA’'s Southgate Coastal Reserve property. The
upland grassland area of the reserve is dominated
by guinea grass, tan tan, acacia species, and white
manjack. Although these plants provide for the
needs of some birds increased diversity of plant
species will serve many additional birds and bats.
Contact Carol Cramer-Burke to volunteer for
Southgate projects: cburke.atsea@gmail.com.




Please Join SEA Board and Staff!
NOVEMBER 19, 2009
SEA'S ANNUAL MEETING
6:00 to 8:30 p.m.
Buccaneer Hotel—The Little Mermaid Restaurant

Invited Guest Speaker: The Honorable Delegate to Co

ngress

Donna M. Christensen

Please bring a pot-luck dish to share. Table servi

ce provided by

Buccaneer Hotel. Cash bar.

Check out our

website! All newsletters

and the recycling directory
(see Island Resources &
Links tab) are available.

Current list of activities and
events are also posted.

THE ST. CROIX ENVIRONMENTAL ASSOCIATION

The SEA Report is a bimonthly publication of the St. Croix
Environmental Association (SEA), a chapter of the Virgin Islands
Conservation Society (VICS). VICS is a nonprofit membership group
affiliated with the National Wildlife Federation.

SEA's hours are Monday through Friday 9a.m. to 5p.m.

www.stxenvironmental.org Email: stxsea@gmail.com
Phone (340) 773-1989 Fax (340) 773-7545
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