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To promote conservation of environmental resources, provide education,  
and advocate for environmentally responsible actions. 

 

Bright sun and cooling breezes helped to make 
SEA’s 16th Annual Earth Day EcoFair a wonderful 
experience for 1,304 third through sixth grade      
students from twenty St. Croix schools. The Fair was 
held on April 22nd and 23rd at St. George Village   
Botanical Garden with funding provided by V.I. 
Waste Management Authority and outstanding    
participation by members of VINE (Virgin Islands      
Network of Environmental Educators). 
 

‘Be Water Wise’  was the theme for the EcoFair this 
year and many presentations were related to water 
conservation, water quality, coral reef protection, 
and other water issues.  UVI Cooperative Extension 
Service Aquaponics staff demonstrated water reuse 
and recycling for hydroponic plant production in their 
Tilapia farming program; East End Marine Park staff 
introduced students to the marine food web and 
demonstrated fish dissection; VI Department of Agri-
culture’s Forestry Program engaged students with a 
water cycle relay race, and the Botanical Garden 
demonstrated water movement through trees from  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

roots to leaves.  Students who visited the WAPA 
booth had an opportunity to learn about the testing 
of potable water to ensure safe use and some      
students got to run the tests themselves! 

Schools Flock to 16th Earth Day EcoFair 

Marcia Taylor of the V.I. Marine Advisory Service asks      
students to match marine animals with their preferred habitat. 

EcoFair Coordinator Kim Ishida and volunteer Ellen Sanpiere 
distributed reusable shopping bags to each teacher and student 
who attended the EcoFair.   

Thank You Daily News Readers! 
 

The Virgin Islands Daily News readers voted St. 
Croix Environmental Association as the best        
Environmental Education of the Virgin Islands on St. 
Croix.  “It is a real honor to receive this endorsement 
of our program from the people who really know its’ 
value – those who participate!” said Program       
Director Carol Cramer-Burke. 
 
SEA’s Environmental Education Program includes 
in-school activities and field trips to natural areas, 
the Earth Day EcoFair, and SEA Creatures Summer 
Program for youth, as well as regular activities for 
residents and visitors to St. Croix.  Through this   
program SEA brings participants an understanding 
of the connections within and between ecosystems 
and the biota that inhabit them.   

 

Two new exhibitors who got a lot of attention from 
students and teachers were Arlen Wheeler with his 
electric car and Solar Solutions, LLC with their     
mobile solar hot water heater.  The VI Energy Office 
demonstration also touted the benefits of generating 
clean power with solar energy, an abundant re-
source in the US Virgin Islands. 
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St. Croix Environmental Association (SEA) and its’ 
partners VI Resource Conservation and               
Development Council (VIRC&D), DPNR Division of 
Environmental Protection, and G.E.C., LLC, will host 
a two-part Erosion Control Training on May 5th and 
6th.  The classroom Design Seminar will be held at 
Florence Williams Library from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. on Tuesday May 5th followed on Wednesday 
May 6th by in-the-field installation seminar from 8:30 
to 11:00 a.m. 
 

Engineers, architects, landscapers, regulators,  
property owners & managers, contractors, grounds’ 
crews, teachers and students are invited to attend 
and participate in this seminar to receive classroom 
instruction and hands-on training as to the proper 
design, siting, installation and maintenance of      
erosion and sediment control practices.  It is our 
goal to provide pollution prevention technology 
transfer and education to Virgin Islanders in order to 
alleviate storm water pollution problems and       
conserve top soil. 
 

The workshop will be conducted by Mr. Greg 
Deegan (Offshore Management LLC), and Mr.    
Carlos Tesitor (GEC, LLC).  Mr. Deegan is a        
certified erosion & sediment control specialist 
(CPESC) and was a founding partner of North 
American Green – the premier manufacturer of 
rolled erosion control products. Mr. Deegan serves 
on the board of the International Erosion Control  
Association, and is a past President of IECA. He  
retired in 2007 and formed Offshore Management 
Group LLC, a consulting company for the erosion 
and stormwater industry.  Mr. Tesitor has been a 
project manager in the construction industry for over 
thirty years. He is a LEED AP, a Qualified Storm 
Water Management Instructor, a Qualified Storm 
Water Inspector and a Construction Site Safety 
Technician. He was also the Chairman of SEA for 
three years, the chairman of the Virgin Islands  Con-
servation Society for seven years and is currently a 
Trustee for the Trust for   Virgin Islands Lands. 
 

Erosion control practices hold soil in place and     
reduce soil removal by storm water thereby         
protecting nearshore receiving waters from         
sediment. The most effective way to control erosion 
is to preserve existing vegetation and replant 
cleared or bare areas as soon as possible. Sediment 
control practices remove eroded soil from runoff be-
fore it leaves the property. These practices are not 
as effective as erosion control because they only 
remove a small percentage of soil particles. It is 
much easier and more cost-effective to keep the soil 

Erosion Control Workshop May 5th & 6th in place than it is to attempt to remove soil from 
storm water. 
 
If you or someone you know is interested in         
participating in the workshop please contact Carol 
Cramer-Burke at cburke.atsea@gmail.com or     
773-1989 for additional information.  A registration 
form can be found on page 4. 

SEA thanks:  
Partner and funding agency:  

VI Waste Management Authority 
 

Our host:  
St. George Village Botanical Garden 

 

Presenters: 
Department of Agriculture - Forestry and Horticulture 

DPNR-CZM-East End Marine Park 
DPRN-Division of Environmental Protection 

DPNR- Division of Fish and Wildlife 
National Park Service 
Solar Solutions, LLC 

UVI – VI Marine Advisory Service 
UVI – Cooperative Extension Service 

UVI – CES - Aquaponics 
VI Energy Office 

VI Sustainable Farm Institute 
VI Water and Power Authority 

Arlen Wheeler 
 

Volunteers:  
Ellen Sanpiere, Susan Greenhalgh, Eva Maddox, 

and Central High School Future Business Leaders – 
Jazmine Wallace, Kirby Alexis, Shaverne Hazel, 
Lavern Neale, Tatiana Green, Nardjeska Serrant, 
Dizhan Hicks, Temwanganya Nibbs, Anthonios 

Doliotis, Sharifa Nurse and Tevin Dudley. 

Thanks to EcoFair Participants 

VIWMA Litter Stomp participants from Juanita F. Gardine 
Elementary School reach the Botanical Garden after marching 
from Williams Delight. 
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ST. CROIX ENVIRONMENTAL ASSOCIATION 
Phone: (340) 773-1989 Fax: (340) 773-7545       

www.stxenvironmental.org 
Activities and Events Offered by St. Croix Environmental Association 

 
SEA offers a variety of free or low-cost activities to explore and better understand our island’s environment.  Residents and visitors 
are welcome!  SEA strives to provide knowledgeable guides for such activities as shore walks or hikes to better understand our   
native flora and fauna; visits to the bird rehabilitation program; organic farm visits; star-gazing; and snorkeling trips, to name just 
a few.  If you would like to know more about SEA activities, volunteer as a guide or make suggestions, please call SEA at 773-1989. 
 
Tuesday May 5, 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. & Wednesday May 6, 8:30 to 11:00 a.m. – Erosion Control 
Seminar.   (see related article pg. 2)  Featured speakers Greg Deegan and Carlos Tesitor have decades of 
experience in the field.  Tuesday Design Seminar ($25) will be held at the Florence Williams Library.  
Wednesday Field Session (FREE) will be on an active development site in Cotton Valley.  Please call 773-
1989 for information and registration form. 
 

Sunday, May 24 from 1:00 to 10:00pm Second Annual Reef Jam  at Rhythm’s at Rainbow Beach in 
Frederiksted .  Don’t miss the fun!  Live music by Siete Son and Kurt Schindler; great food; educational 
games and activities for the whole family will make this a day to remember.  Reef Jam (www.reefjam.com) is 
a St. Croix grass-roots organization dedicated to improving the health of our coral reefs through community 
education, stewardship and conservation programs which promote positive behavior changes toward our ma-
rine environment.  All proceeds from this community event will directly benefit local coral reef education and 
conservation efforts on St. Croix. 
 
Saturday June 6, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. - FREE Sn orkel Clinic at Dorsch Beach, Frederiksted .  Learn 
to snorkel or advance your skills!  Join us for snorkeling, games, and prizes.  Snorkel gear, drinks, and 
snacks provided by IYOR 2008 and SEA.  Public welcome, no registration required.  IYOR 2008 is a project 
of the Virgin Islands Network of Environmental Educators (VINE) and the VI RC&D Council. 
 
Saturday June 27, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. - Resident and Migrant Wetland Birds in St. Croix, V.I.  A photo es-
say of resident and migratory wetland birds by SEA Program Director Carol Cramer-Burke and Jennifer Val-
iulis, Wildlife Biologist with the V.I. Division of Fish and Wildlife.  Please join us to learn about the many birds 
that nest, feed, and rest at salt ponds and other wetland areas in St. Croix and what you can do to help with 
their protection.  Call 773-1989 to register. 
 

Receive your next SEA Newsletter electronically! 
Send us your e-mail address to officemanager.atsea@gmail.com and help save paper.  

SEA TURTLE NESTING WATCHES 
 

 WEDNESDAY— MAY 6 
SATURDAY — MAY 16 
THURSDAY – JUNE 11 

 
 
 

Leatherback sea turtle nesting watches are provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at Sandy Point Na-
tional   Wildlife Refuge.  Nesting watches begin at 8 p.m. and end at midnight or later so are not appropriate 
for children under 6 years of age.  You must be a SEA member to attend. Reservations are required.  
Please call SEA at 773-1989 for reservations and information. 
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St. Croix Environmental Association    (340) 773-1989 (P)  5032 Anchor Way, Suite 3 
www.stxenvironmental.org    (340) 773-7545 (F)  Chr istiansted, VI 00820 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signature _________________________________________ _____________________   Date _____________________________ 
 

For office use:     DB ______      TY/RCPT ______      CF ______                    ver-10/31/07 

Name 
Spouse/Partner  

Organization 
Mailing Address 

City 

Membership 
��� �  New                 ��� �  Renewal 

Phone __________________ 
Alt. Phone _______________ 
Email ___________________ 

__________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________ 
_____________________________ State______ Zip _______ 

Volunteer Opportunities 
�    Environmental Advocacy 
�    Environmental Education 
�    Fundraising 
�    Member Events and Programs 
�    Office 
�    Publications and Newsletters 
�    Other ___________________ 

Annual Membership Category 
�    St. Croix Ground Lizard $10 
�    Least Tern  $35  
�    Elkhorn Coral  $50 
�    Red Mangrove  $100 
�    Blue Tang  $200 
�    Osprey  $500 
�    Leatherback Turtle $1000 

Payment Option     amt. $_____________ 
     �   Check # _________ or Cash _________ 
     �   Visa  
     �   MC  
     �   Amex 
Name on card ______________________________ 
Card # ____________________________________ 
Exp date __________________________________ 

Many of you have experienced natural history tours 
of St. Croix with Ras Lumumba as he shares his 
wealth of knowledge of traditional uses of native 
plants, identification of plants and wildlife, and island 
history.   
 

Now  you  can  follow  him  to  his native  island of 
Dominica for a 5 day cultural and ecological journey 
to experience the unique wildlife and history of the 
Nature Island.  The trip runs July 1st to 6th and in-
cludes accommodations at Jungle Bay resort.   
 
Please contact Ras Lumumba at 772-4097 or   
ayaytours@gmail.com for additional information 
about this trip. 
 

Tour Dominica with Ras Lumumba! 

Each year the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency recognizes agencies and individuals for their 
outstanding contributions to environmental educa-
tion and stewardship.   
 

This year Onaje Jackson of Sustainable Systems 
Design International was selected for an award in 
the Business and Industry category.  Onaje has long 
been an advocate for sustainable development prac-
tices and incorporation of green technology in devel-
opment projects.   
 

The members of IYOR 2008 Planning Committee —
Melanie Feltmate, Kim Ishida, Karlyn Langhar, and 
Emily Tyner– were honored with an Environmental 
Education award.  The group organized 17 commu-
nity events to promote coral reef awareness and 
stewardship. 
 

SEA congratulates the recipients for their             
accomplishments and well-deserved recognition! 

Congratulations to EPA Environmental 
Quality Award Winners! 

EASTER ON THE BEACH! 
The St. Croix tradition of beach camping at Easter 
was abundantly evident at SEA’s Southgate Coastal 
Reserve.  Colorful tents, the smell of cooking fires, 
the slap of dominoes, and children splashing in the 
shallows are all a part of the beach camping holiday.   

 

This year SEA once again asked campers to adhere 
to a set of rules negotiated with the Office of the 
Governor in 2008 and intended to encourage safe 
and sustainable use of the beach without hindering 
enjoyment of the camping tradition. Cutting of beach 
plants, bonfires, and generators are prohibited and 
all campers must obtain a portable toilet for their 
use.  SEA provides a trash bin for disposal of solid 
waste. 
 

By Easter Monday most campers have cleaned their 
sites, folded their tents, and carried tired children 
home to prepare for their return to school and work 
on Tuesday.  SEA thanks all of the campers who 
adhered to the rules and left clean undamaged 
camp sites.   

Colorful tents line the beach of Southgate Coastal Reserve. 
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To promote conservation of environmental resources, provide education,  
and advocate for environmentally responsible actions. 

St. Croix Environmental Association 
5032 Anchor Way - Suite 3 
Christiansted, St. Croix USVI 00820 

U.S. Postage Paid 
Standard Mail Permit 39 
Christiansted VI 00820 

THE ST. CROIX ENVIRONMENTAL ASSOCIATION 
 

The SEA Report is a bimonthly publication of the St. Croix 
Environmental Association (SEA), a chapter of the Virgin Islands 

Conservation Society (VICS). VICS is a nonprofit membership group 
affiliated with the National Wildlife Federation. 

 
SEA’s hours are Monday through Friday 9AM to 5PM.  

 
www.stxenvironmental.org          Email: stxsea@gmail.com  

Phone (340) 773-1989  Fax (340) 773-7545  

 
Check out our  

website! All newsletters 
and the recycling directory 
(see Island Resources & 
Links tab) are available. 

Current list of activities and 
events are also posted. 

Donations Needed for SEA Creatures Summer Program 
 

The SEA Creatures Summer Program serves children enrolled in public and private summer camps by      
providing camp-based experiential activities and field trips to natural areas. This six-week program has 
reached more than 1,300 young people over the past 2 years delivering a ridge-to-reef approach to protection 
of water quality, wildlife, and quality of life for St. Croix residents. The basis of the program is to allow children 
to learn to value natural resources by experiencing  the world around them. 
 
Maria Turner, who teaches at Juanita Gardine Elementary School, has enthusiastically managed the program 
for the past two years.  She has agreed to return this summer although her colleague Lorraine Cadet is un-
able to do so.  SEA is seeking an educator who is familiar with forest, wetland, and coastal habitats to assist 
Maria with the program. 
 
Significant financial support for the SEA Creatures Summer Program was raised at the SEAing Green Mas-
querade Ball in February, however additional funds are needed to operate the program for six weeks during 
July and August.  Please use the enclosed envelope to help us reach our goal—make your donation today! 


