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To promote conservation of environmental resources, provide education,  
and advocate for environmentally responsible actions. 

 

SEA supporters really got into the spirit of SEAing 
Green at the annual auction and masquerade ball 
held the last day of February at the Palms at Pelican 
Cove.  
 
They wore green, they talked green and they bought 
a huge assortment of merchandise, much of it 
green-oriented, generously parting with their green-
backs despite the bleak economy. 
  
The festive evening at the outdoor, waterfront venue 
featured music by the Fusion Band, Chinese food 
cooked al fresco in woks and served in take-out  
containers, a large but orderly silent auction         
arranged by subject matter in “boutiques”, and a 
lively live auction orchestrated by Bruce Wilson with 
his customary enthusiasm and humor.  
 
Among the major acquisitions of the night were 
Maria Henle’s last etching, a week at a                
four-bedroom home in St. Lucia, trips to other     
Caribbean islands and New York, and numerous 
creative forms of entertainment. 

More party-goers than ever chose to go in costume, 
and the outfits were amazingly clever and diverse.  
Five prizes were awarded for extraordinary efforts.  
Honors for Greenest costume winner went to    
Carolyn Roblyer’s hand-painted 10-dollar bill, which 
she wore as a sandwich board covering her from 

SEAing Green Ball a Great Party & Successful Fundraiser 

head to toe!  Prizes were also given for Funniest - 
Chris Elliott; Best Individual – Peter Dybing; and 
Best Group (tie) – Dr. Duke Deller and Patricia 
Wyatt and Ben Jones and Sylvie Augustin.   
 
Holly Herold was the auction coordinator, a massive 
task achieved successfully with the help of         
dedicated SEA staff and a throng of committed    
volunteers. Many thanks to all of them, to our many 
loyal donors and to all the bidders and buyers for 
whom SEAing Green is a cause worth supporting no 
matter what the economy. 

‘Green Bush Farmers, Ben Jones and Patricia Wyatt, were tied 
with ‘Peas and Carrots’ for the Best Group award. 

Auctioneer Bruce Wilson had no difficulty getting bids from 
the enthusiastic crowd at The Palms at Pelican Cove! 

The prize for Funniest costume went to Chris Elliott (William 
and Punch, LLC) for his solicitation of ‘green suggestions’.  
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SEA first engages many issues confronting St. Croix 
and its citizens through our advocacy initiatives, and 
our advocacy plate has been overflowing lately. This 
is some of what is going on with the issues we're 
following: 
 
GOLDEN RESORTS, Great Pond: Judge D'Eramo 
ruled against VICS Temporary Restraining Order on 
technical grounds. He said VICS should have filed a 
Writ of Review, not a TRO, and turned down our  
request that he treat the TRO filing as a Writ of    
Review. As a result of this delay there is heavy 
equipment at Great Pond and nothing to challenge 
the validity of Golden's CZM permit until VICS files 
new legal actions. VICS is appealing D'Eramo's   
ruing to the V.I. Supreme Court and filing a Writ of 
Review to cover all bases. 
 
DIAGEO CZM Permit Application: SEA filed       
comments regarding this CZM major permit on the 
March 11 deadline. Over the past weeks we've been 
poring over the CZM application which contains 
many very technical issues and SEA's concerns  
include emissions and effluent, sources for their   
water and power (WAPA), groundwater recharge via 
permeable surfacing, etc.  A public hearing on this 
permit application will be held in April…stay tuned 
for date and time. 
 
SEVEN HILLS BEACH RESORT & CASINO, Robin 
Bay, CZM Permit Application: Well in advance of the 
April 2 comment deadline, SEA is meeting with    
representatives of Robin Bay. This is the fourth 
meeting in over 3 years. This is a mammoth project 
with almost 2000 room units, to be built in 3 phases. 
The greatest density of new construction is atop Mt. 
Fancy and between the road and the beach. SEA's 
concerns lie with the health and preservation of the 
habitat and its occupants, in this case a rich turtle 
nesting ground along the beach, vast beds of "turtle 
grass" inside the barrier reef protecting Robin Bay, 
and an active avian population in the salt pond and 
around the small well-pond. The developer is       
preparing for the public hearing, and SEA will offer 
comments there. 
 
HOVENSA Clean Air Act (CAA) Title V Permit      
Application: CAA Title V relates to emissions from 
HOVENSA's operation of heaters, incinerators, gas 
turbines, strippers, boilers, tanks, sulfur recovery 
units, Beavon units, the coker unit and other related 
equipment at Estate Hope. Emissions covered under 
Title V include particulate matter, nitrogen oxides, 
carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, hydrocarbons and 

Advocacy Update other Hazardous Air Pollutants. Comments are due 
March 26.  Two additional CAA Title V permits 
(WAPA and St. Croix Renaissance Group) are  
pending and will be reviewed by SEA. 
 
AMALAGO BAY RESORT (William & Punch). SEA 
is in discussions with William and Punch regarding 
the conservation easement on the Williams wetland 
required as a CZM permit condition. Meanwhile, we 
are prepared to comment on the US Army Corps of 
engineers Clean Water Act Sec 404 permit          
application expected to be open for public comment 
sometime this summer. 
 
Please check the website for the posting of complete 
documents, both V.I. and Federal filings and      
comments and responses by SEA. 

In February I was privileged to attend a 5-day Bird 
Monitoring Training Workshop sponsored by the 
SCSCB (Society for the Conservation and Study of 
Caribbean Birds) in Nassau, Bahamas.  This     
workshop was part of an SCSCB initiative to 
“establish a Caribbean partnership to promote     
migratory bird monitoring as a means to improve     
science-based conservation planning and adaptive 
management of birds in the region”.  If you are inter-
ested in Caribbean birds and are not yet a member 
of SCSCB please check out their website for     
membership and other information: www.scscb.org. 

Presenters from well respected agencies such as 
US Fish and Wildlife Service, Klamath Bird Observa-
tory, and Cornell Lab of Ornithology, among others, 
provided a complete introduction to designing,     

Bird Monitoring in the Caribbean 

Employees of the Bahamas National Trust provided warm hos-
pitality and excellent guidance to endemic birds. 

Continued on page 5 
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The 2009 SEA Masquerade Ball and Auction was 
an energy-filled and successful event.  We had 
perfect weather, a great venue at the Palms at 
Pelican Cove, and wonderful support and         
participation from the community. 
 
The Board of Directors thanks everyone who 
helped make the event a success, including SEA’s 
staff, our auction planner Holly Herold, and the 
many volunteers who generously gave their time 
and energy.  But most important, we want to thank 
the hundreds of donors, contributors and          
attendees who make SEA’s work possible.  It is 
gratifying to see this level of support for SEA and 
its mission. 
 
Despite the slowing economy, there are still major 
development proposals in the works.  In the    
hunger for economic growth, there will be       
pressure on government agencies to relax their 
vigilance, or even waive the legal requirements for 
environmental protection.  But we cannot allow 
that to happen.  Too often the economic benefits 
are temporary, while the environmental damage is 
permanent.  SEA will continue its vigorous        
advocacy for environmentally sound and          
sustainable development. 
 
On the positive side are the new opportunities that 
federal actions are creating for expanding the use 
of renewable energy, reforestation with native 
plant species, and for other conservation and   
environmental protection initiatives.  SEA and oth-
ers are actively pursuing these opportunities.  And 
of course, SEA will continue its focus on           
environmental education.  We cannot ignore the 
ongoing responsibility to instill in St. Croix’s young 
people an understanding of the value of the      
environmental assets they are inheriting. 
 
In each of these areas – education, advocacy and 
conservation --  SEA’s Board of Directors pledges 
to do the best we can to use the resources we 
have been given to carry out SEA’s mission. 
Thank you for your support! 
 

����������	�
Board Chair 

Message from the Chair 

Hundreds of Agriculture and Food Fair attendees 
visited SEA’s ‘Ag Fair’ booth where they tested their 
knowledge of wetland plants and animals and the 
role of earthworms in composting – an excellent 
method of reducing the amount of solid waste that 
enters the Anguilla Landfill.  Contest winners were 
rewarded with reusable grocery bags, t-shirts, or 
candies.  Many contestants were surprised to find 
that although they have lived in the Virgin Islands all 
their lives they were unable to identify 20 species of 
plants and animals that live in wetlands. 
 
SEA Board members and staff manned the booth 
each day and many of us learned something new 
about worms, composting, and wetland ‘critters’!  
Many thanks to all who gave their time to help SEA 
reach out to fair-goers.  Thanks also to Zenon    
Construction who shared statistics about solid waste 
at Anguilla Landfill. 

Ag Fair 2009 

The giant worm drew plenty of attention at the Agriculture 
and Food Fair! 

Peter Dybing took the prize for Best Individual costume with 
his ‘Green Man’ interpretation. 
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ST. CROIX ENVIRONMENTAL ASSOCIATION 
Phone: (340) 773-1989 Fax: (340) 773-7545       

www.stxenvironmental.org 
Activities and Events Offered by St. Croix Environmental Association 

 
SEA offers a variety of free or low-cost activities to explore and better understand our island’s environment.  Residents and visitors 
are welcome!  SEA strives to provide knowledgeable guides for such activities as shore walks or hikes to better understand our   
native flora and fauna; visits to the bird rehabilitation program; organic farm visits; star-gazing; and snorkeling trips, to name just 
a few.  If you would like to know more about SEA activities, volunteer as a guide or make suggestions, please call SEA at 773-1989. 

 
Saturday March 7, 2009, 8:00 - 11:30 a.m. – Scenic Ridge and Mt. Stewart Hike with Ras Lumumba.  
We will depart from Mt. Pellier walking along the road to Scenic Ridge and then (off road) into Mt. Stewart 
through rolling pasture land in an early stage of forest succession.  Our guide, Ras Lumumba will share his 
wealth of natural and cultural history knowledge along the way.  Bring water to drink, a snack if you like, a 
camera, and your curiosity.  No dogs or cell phones!  Free for SEA members (donations welcome), $10 for 
non-members.  Please call 773-1989 for details and registration. 
 
Saturday March 21, 2009, 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. - Reptile Ramble at Southgate Coastal Reserve.  Jennifer 
Valiulis , wildlife biologist at V.I. Division of Fish & Wildlife, and Claudia Lombard, biologist at U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife will be our guides.  Most of us are familiar with the common Anole that climbs on walls around 
our homes but there are many other species of reptiles that inhabit trees, leaf litter, brush piles, and rock piles.  
Please join us for this excellent opportunity to become more familiar with these wonderful insect eaters!  Fun 
for the whole family!  Children 5 years and older are welcome.  Free for SEA members and children, $10 for 
non-members (unless accompanied by a child).  Call 773-1989 to register.  Please bring water to drink. 
 
Saturday April 4, 2009, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. – Tour of Anguilla Wastewater Treatment Plant operated 
by V.I. Waste Management Authority.  Join us to learn about the operation and effluent of this new wastewater 
treatment facility.  Our guide Tony Sanchez will describe the process and will be prepared to answer questions 
about the plants’ operation and water quality.  Please call 773-1989 to register. 
 
Saturday April 18, 2009, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. - Amphibians are mighty singers!  Mahogany Road Gut 
Walk. Did you every wonder just what (or who) was making those creaking, croaking, chirping sounds in the 
night?  Guide Jennifer Valiulis, wildlife biologist at V.I. Division of Fish & Wildlife, will provide expert   
interpretation of those mysterious night sounds.  Children 5 years and older are welcome!  Free for SEA   
members and children, $10 for non-members (unless accompanied by a child).  Please bring a flashlight, wear 
shoes for wading, and bring insect repellent to make your experience more comfortable.  Please call 773-1989 
to  register. 

Receive your next SEA Newsletter electronically! 
Send us your e-mail address to officemanager.atsea@gmail.com and help save paper.  

16th Annual Earth Day EcoFair & 2nd Annual Litter Stomp 
Wednesday and Thursday April 22 – 23, 2009   

Sponsored by V.I. Waste Management Authority 
 

SEA welcomes teachers and students in grades 3 to 6 to participate in the EcoFair where they will learn about 
Earth Day and the Virgin Islands environment.  Our theme this year is Be Water Wise so many presentations 
will have a water conservation theme.  If you are interested in appearing at the EcoFair as a presenter or if you 
would like to bring your students please contact Vanessa Forbes or Carol Burke at 773-1989. 
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St. Croix Environmental Association    (340) 773-1989 (P)  5032 Anchor Way, Suite 3 
www.stxenvironmental.org    (340) 773-7545 (F)  Chr istiansted, VI 00820 
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implementing, analyzing, and reporting basic bird 
monitoring programs.  Following the first day of the 
workshop each morning was spent in the field    
practicing monitoring techniques learned the day 
before, then back to the classroom to analyze the 
data and learn a new technique.  We worked from 6 
a.m. to 8 p.m. each day with breaks for sustenance 
and informal sharing of information. 
 
Expected outcomes of the workshop include a     
network for sharing regional monitoring information; 
simple standard protocols for monitoring landbirds, 
wetland birds, seabirds, and shorebirds and their 
habitats; and a manual “Caribbean Birdwatch – How 
to design and implement a bird monitoring           
programme in the Caribbean”. 
 
It was a joy to meet and learn with conservationists, 
scientists, and volunteers who share similar        
passions and face similar challenges in their island 
countries.  I hope to use the information learned to 
improve SEA’s bird monitoring program at the 
Southgate Coastal Reserve, to share with other 
agencies that have an interest in resident and      
migratory birds, and with volunteers interested in 
taking part in bird monitoring. 

Bird Monitoring continued from page 2. 

Dr. Duke Deller and Patricia Wyatt accept their prize. 

Recycling is about cans, bottles, bags and GOLD! 
Recycling in the Jewelry Business 

 

SEA recognizes that small business owners must hard 
choices in competitive markets, and we are pleased to 
recognize businesses when they make socially and     
environmentally responsible choices.  The jewelry indus-
try is a business that has a choice of where to buy gold 
and other source materials.  One option is to buy from 
refiners who buy from mining companies.  The sad fact is 
—    mining is a very dirty business and the production of 
one gold ring generates four tons of environmental waste, 
contaminating water and lands and endangering the 
health and lives of humans and animals.  The negative 
impacts of mining have forced people and businesses 
alike to take a long, hard look at where their products 
come from, how they are made, and to what extent they 
are impacting the Earth and its people. 
 

SEA is fortunate to have as sponsors several jewelers 
who are making the environmentally-friendly choice. 
Sonya Ltd. Corner Shop  has for over twenty years used 
exclusively 100% recycled gold in the jewelry she creates. 
Crucian Gold uses 100% recycled gold, as do Nelthropp 
and Low and Eimer Design.  All four buy HARMONY™ 
Metals certified 100% recycled gold from Hoover & 
Strong.  Hoover & Strong, a refiner and manufacturer, has 
provided socially and environmentally-responsible     
products and services for over 95 years.  All precious  
metals at Hoover & Strong are recycled from the existing 
metal supply.  They do not buy metals from mining      
companies.  Another cherished SEA sponsor, The Gold-
worker  buys source gold from other refiners who likewise 
sell recycled gold. 
 

SEA encourages you to patronize St. Croix’s fine       
goldsmiths and jewelers.  Please ask before buying - is 
this item made from recycled gold?  And, while you are at 
it, for any jewelry made from sea life, check that the    
jeweler has required certificates of origin and you are not 
unknowingly buying products made from black coral, sea 
fans, conch, sea turtle shell, or other threatened or      
endangered species protected under the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora (CITES) and/or the US Endangered Species 
Act. 
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To promote conservation of environmental resources, provide education,  
and advocate for environmentally responsible actions. 

St. Croix Environmental Association 
5032 Anchor Way - Suite 3 
Christiansted, St. Croix USVI 00820 
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THE ST. CROIX ENVIRONMENTAL ASSOCIATION 
 

The SEA Report is a bimonthly publication of the St. Croix 
Environmental Association (SEA), a chapter of the Virgin Islands 

Conservation Society (VICS). VICS is a nonprofit membership group 
affiliated with the National Wildlife Federation. 

 
SEA’s hours are Monday through Friday 9AM to 5PM.  

 
www.stxenvironmental.org          Email: stxsea@gmail.com  

Phone (340) 773-1989  Fax (340) 773-7545  

 
Check out our  

website! All newsletters 
and the recycling directory 
(see Island Resources & 
Links tab) are available. 

Current list of activities and 
events are also posted. 

Residential Energy Improvements Eligible for Tax Credits 
Courtesy of V.I. Energy Office 

 
At the beginning of 2009, the federal tax credits for energy efficiency      
improvements to homes were reinstated.  The original tax credit expired at 
the end of 2007, and was reinstated as part of the Emergency Economic 
Stabilization Act of 2008.  Federal tax credits are now available for 10% of 
the cost of insulation, storm doors, and ENERGY STAR®-qualified "cool 
roofs," up to $500; for 10% of the cost of exterior windows and skylights, up 
to $200; for up to $300 on new high-efficiency air conditioners, heat pumps, 
and water heaters.  Those tax credits expire at the end of this year. 
 
The Emergency Economic Stabilization Act also extended a federal tax 
credit for 30% of the cost of residential and commercial solar energy       
installations, and eliminated a $2,000 cap on the tax credit for residential 
solar electric installations.  The law also established a tax credit for 30% of 
the cost of residential wind energy systems, fuel cells, and microturbines, 
with different caps on each type of system. 

Carolyn Roblyer took top honors for 
Greenest costume. 


