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SEA Testifies on WAPA Air Pollution

Paul Chakroff testified before the VI Senate Commit-
tee on Planning and Environmental Protection on air
pollutant emissions from WAPA. The hearing was
called in response to citizen complaints of oily soot
and noxious fumes entering into their homes over
the last year. SEA testimony focused on federal and
territorial air emission permit conditions, and public
health hazards of pollutants in WAPA air emissions.

WAPA has not been compliant with several permit
conditions over the years and there have been prob-
lems with air emission monitoring equipment. But
the crux of the problem appears to be emissions
from two boilers installed before enactment of the
federal Clean Air Act. Emissions from these boilers
are not regulated under federal or territorial permits.

This lack of regulation has become a potentially seri-
ous threat to public health and the environment es-
pecially during times of boiler start-up and “soot-
blowing,” a practice that is necessary to maintain
and improve performance of the boilers. The prob-
lem with blowing soot into the atmosphere and peo-
ples’ homes is that soot is a dangerous air pollutant.

Soot contains polycyclic aromatic hydrocar-

bons (PAHSs), known mutagens and probable hu-
man carcinogens. According to the US Department
of the Energy, soot is small enough to reach the
lungs and accounts for 71% of the cancer risk from
toxic air pollution; and according to the USEPA, can-
cer is the major concern from exposure to Poly Or-

ganic Matter (including PAH).
(continued pg 2)

April 17, 2009 photo of WAPA by Susan Greenhalgh

Southgate Happenings
Birds

With the departure of winter migrants and declining
level of water in the pond the diversity of species is
less than in the winter months but there are a few
summer migrants, such as the Least Tern, to be
seen. They begin to arrive in our area in April to
nest on dry salt ponds and shingle or sandy
beaches, departing in September.

Pair of Wilson's Plovers

Wilson’s Plovers and Black-necked Stilts are cur-
rently nesting or raising young at the Reserve and
elsewhere around the island. Both are ground-
nesting birds with Wilson’s Plovers preferring dry
barren salt flats and beaches and Black-necked
Stilts tending toward wetter areas.

Ground nesting birds face a number of threats in-
cluding household pets, stray dogs, and feral cats as
well as rats, mongoose, and avian predators. Great
Egrets, Laughing Gulls, and Ruddy Turnstones have
been observed taking eggs or chicks. Adult birds
will defend their nests with alarm calls, aerial at-
tacks, and distraction behavior such as broken-wing
displays. Do your part to protect ground nesting
birds by keeping pets property restrained and avoid-

ing disturbance of nesting areas.
(continued pg 2)



Eagle Scout Projects at Southgate
Two Eagle Scout candidates from Boy Scout Troop
227 completed Leadership Service Projects at
Southgate during the past six months. Noah Tobias
and C.J. Edwards demonstrated their ability to or-
ganize and safely implement complex tasks involv-
ing acquisition of tools, funds, and personnel.

Noah'’s project included litter collection along the
beachfront, removal of invasive exotic plants from
the wetland area and preparation of six plots for na-
tive tree introduction. The native tree project is
funded by the VI Department of Agriculture Urban &
Community Forestry Program.

C.J.’s project included preparation of seven addi-
tional plots for native tree planting and adjacent trail
as well as roadside litter cleanup. C.J. also con-
ducted research into the wildlife and traditional val-
ues of native trees and shrubs that will be installed
in the plots this fall. The information will be used to
create educational signage for the trail.

SEA thanks the young men of Troop 227 and other
volunteers who participated in the projects. You can
help too by volunteering for our Southgate Work Day
on July 11" or sign up for fall tree planting!

Southgate Happenings

Sea turtles

Leatherback sea turtle nesting began at Southgate
on March 15™ this year and so far there are twenty-
two probable nests along this 3,300 foot beach.
Based on dates of the nesting activity we estimate
that four or more females are laying at Southgate
this year. These giant reptiles come ashore every
nine to ten days to dig a nest where they will lay
about 80 eggs, laying up to seven clutches of eggs
in a season. After about 60 days the young sea tur-
tles emerge from the sand and make their way to the
sea. Thus far five nests have hatched producing
195 live hatchlings.

(continued from pg 1)

Although Leatherback nesting activity at Southgate
is far less than what occurs at Sandy Point National
Wildlife Refuge, it is still important to protect the
beach and nests from harm. Automobiles, bonfires,
unleashed dogs, and beach umbrellas are all direct
human threats to these federally endangered sea
turtles. Litter and food scraps left at the beach also
pose a threat by attracting other predators such as
rats, cats, mongoose and feral dogs. Everyone can
help increase the chance of sea turtle survival by
following a few simple guidelines: never drive onto
the sand, build fires only with appropriate permits
from the V.1. Fire Service, keep dogs on leashes, do
not drive umbrellas or other sharp objects into the
sand, and never leave food or litter on the beach.

Boy Scout Volunteers take a break.

WAPA Air Pollution

(continued from pg 1)

In its testimony, SEA recommended full compliance
by WAPA with current permit conditions; an assess-
ment of public health and environmental risks from
emissions; a requirement for WAPA to provide
DPNR advance notice of boiler start-up or soot blow-
ing, sample collection, and testing for Hazardous Air
Pollutants; and discontinuation of use of unregulated
boilers and replacement with renewable energy
technology.

Paul closed SEA'’s testimony with an offer to work
with WAPA, DPNR, the Department of Health, and
the VI Senate to help remedy the environmental and
public health hazards represented by WAPA air pol-
lutant emissions.

US House Passes
Climate and Energy Bill

The US House of Representatives recently passed a
comprehensive climate and energy bill that would
limit global warming pollution and establish a cleaner
approach to our nation's energy system. We call
upon SEA members who have representation in the
US Senate to contact your Senator and ask him or
her to vote for climate legislation. Those of us not
represented in the US Senate should call upon Dele-
gate Donna Christensen
(donna.christensen@mail.house.qgov) to encourage
her colleagues in the Senate to pass climate legisla-
tion. For points to include in letters, you may wish to
refer to a template prepared by the Union of Con-
cerned Scientists:https://secure3.convio.net/ucs/site/
Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=2059




ST. CROIX ENVIRONMENTAL ASSOCIATION
Phone: (340) 773-1989 Fax: (340) 773-7545 www.stxenvironmental.org
Activities and Events Offered by St. Croix Environnental Association

SEA offers a variety of free or low-cost activitiesxplore and better understand our island’s ssvinent. Residents
and visitors are welcome! SEA strives to providevkedgeable guides for such activities as shor&svar hikes to
better understand our native flora and fauna; s the bird rehabilitation program; organic famisits; star-gazing;
and snorkeling trips, to name just a few. If yawid like to know more about SEA activities, vadentas a guide or

make suggestions, please call SEA at 773-1989.

Saturday, July 11 ™ from 7:00 — 11:00 a.m. Work Day at Southgate Coas tal Reserve. Volunteers are to
needed to help with tree mulching, grass cutting, and litter clean up. Bring your wheelbarrow, weed whacker,
shovel, rake, gloves and muscles! SEA will provide water and light refreshments. Please call 773-1989 to
register.

Sunday July 19 ™ from 10 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. FREE Snorkel Clinic at Southgate Coastal Re-
serve. SEA and the International Year of the Reef 2008 Committee invite kids of all ages to participate.
Learn to snorkel or advance your skills. Snorkel gear, refreshments, and prizes are provided. Public wel-
come, no registration required. Call 773-1989 for information.

Saturday August 8 ™ 7:00 to 9:00 a.m. Guided Bird Watch at Southgate P ond. Guide Carol
Cramer-Burke will assist participants to identify late summer and early fall migrants as well as common resi-
dent birds. Bring binoculars, hats, insect repellant and water to drink. Call 773-1989 to register.

Saturday August 22 "™ from 10 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Free Snorkel Clinic at  Southgate Coastal Re-
serve. SEA and the International Year of the Reef 2008 Committee invite kids of all ages to participate.
Learn to snorkel or advance your skills. Snorkel gear, refreshments, and prizes are provided. Public wel-
come, no registration required. Call 773-1989 for information.

SEA TURTLE HATCHLING WATCHES

Wednesday — July 15
Wednesday — July 22
Wednesday — July 29

Leatherback sea turtle hatchling watches are provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at Sandy Point
National Wildlife Refuge. Hatchling watches begin at 5:15 p.m. and end between 8 and 9 p.m. This is an ex-
cellent activity for children age 2 or more. You must be a SEA member to attend. Reservations are re-
quired. Please call SEA at 773-1989 for reservations or information.
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Southgate Included in Army Corp Research

In June a team of scientists from the US Army Corp Field Re-
search Facility (http:/frf.usace.army.mil) visited St. Croix to
obtain sediment cores from two coastal ponds, Great Pond and
Southgate Pond. They are collecting cores from coastal ponds
on several Caribbean islands to determine historical tropical
storm and hurricane activity in the Caribbean region. The in-
formation will be used to improve models used to predict the
effect of global climate change on frequency and intensity of
tropical storm activity.

“It is so important to have protected sites like Southgate
Coastal Reserve where development will never alter the his-
torical record to be found in the soil”, said Dr. Jesse McNinch.
Results of the study will be provided to DPNR Division of Fish

and Wildlife and to SEA. Army Corp Personnel use the Vibracore to ex-

tract sediment cores.

THE ST. CROIX ENVIRONMENTAL ASSOCIATION

Check out our - . .
The SEA Report is a bimonthly publication of the St. Croix

website! Al newsletters Environmental Association (SEA), a chapter of the Virgin Islands
and the recycling directory Conservation Society (VICS). VICS is a nonprofit membership group
(see Island Resources & affiliated with the National Wildlife Federation.
Links tab) are available.
Current list of activities and SEA’s hours are Monday through Friday 9AM to 5PM.

events are also posted. . ) )
www.stxenvironmental.org Email: sea@viaccess.net
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